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The Randall Family in New Zealand 

 

Introduction   

 
This collection of stories, facts and photos is about a family living in New Zealand 
in the twentieth century. The earlier family members crossed the world to live in 
New Zealand in the 1800s. In this century of the 2000s, later family members 
travel and live around the world.  
The information centres on Lindsay Randall and Anne Margaret Ryan and their 4 
children – Clement (Mick), Noreen, Agnes and Audrey. Between them they lived 
from the 1880s until the 2000s. As with most families, their lives were both 
ordinary and special. Their ordinary lives helped to build a country and their 
special lives formed us who are descended from them. 
Looking at the wider picture, there are 4 family streams that made the Randalls in 
New Zealand. They are –  

• the Randall family from the Bedfordshire area of England,  
• the Martin family from Swaffham Prior village, Cambridgeshire England  
• the Ryan family from the Managh area of Tipperary Ireland 
• the Bourke family from the Knocklong area of Tipperary Ireland 
I have concentrated on recording what we know about Lou Randall (mother’s 
surname Martin) and Maggie Ryan (mother’s surname Bourke) and their family - 
as they are backbone of the New Zealand family in the twentieth century.  
As Nana and Grandad they were very real to some of us, but time passes and so 
will our memories pass unless we record them.  
The later descriptions of Lou and Maggie’s four adult children and their families 
are just broad overviews and can only be based on what I know. All the branches 
of the later family are rich with information, most of it unknown to me, which 
deserves to be recorded in other projects. 
 
Randall McMullan 
April 2009 
 

 

 
Introduction to the second edition  
This second edition was motivated by wanting some more physical copies and a 
desire to republish the book with a formal ISBN identity from the National Library 
of New Zealand. The original size format (Crown Quarto) is not so easily available 
so the book has been changed to US Letter format. This larger size allows for 
more and bigger photos. A few sentences from the first edition have been 
amended or improved. 
Coincidentally, as I revised the book an Australian Randall family descendant, 
Des Victory, contacted me and pointed out the discrepancy between Lou 
Randall’s birthdate of 1889 and the Randall-Martin marriage date of 1890. 
Investigating the South Australian Birth Death and Marriage records has recently 
revealed new family facts and possibilities that are added at the end of the book. 
This new knowledge doesn’t change the lives of the Randall Family in New 
Zealand but does show that family history has continuing surprises. 
Randall McMullan 
August 2015 
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About family information 
The information used here has grown from a 
schoolboy family tree project to which I have 
returned, on and off, over the years. The 
information shown in the family trees on the 
following pages is from a standard family tree 
program. I am happy to distribute the contents 
to anyone interested.   
It is now much easier to obtain and to share 
family information via the web. Much of the 
information about our early family now comes 
from other people’s research, and from their 
family trees published online. We also have 
good Randall family contacts in Australia. 
I have recently been concentrating on 
establishing facts for people in New Zealand 
using birth, death and marriage certificates. 
Even these have contained a few surprises so 
it is even harder to be certain about what 
happened in England and Ireland many 
generations ago. 
The first draft of this text used words like 
‘probably’ and ‘possibly’. They have now been 
minimised to make a better read. But it is worth 
keeping an open mind about all ‘family facts’ 
especially when we do not have direct 
knowledge. 
For the photos I have used the albums and 
boxes that have passed down via my mother 
Agnes. I have tended to choose the older 
photos and ones that have surprised me. 
But between family members we have many 
more photos and I suggest that a future project 
might be to scan them into computers. We can 
then distribute them in electronic form, like this, 
so that they have a better chance of survival. 
 

 
Catherine Martin  
The mother of Lou Randall’s mother, but the photo 
identity yet to be positively confirmed. 
Catherine Bryan married Robert Martin whose 
grandfather William Martin, born about 1791, is the 
oldest family member we know about – so far. 
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Family surprises  
Catherin Martin is the probable ‘informant’ to the 
Registrar of Births about the birth of Lou Randall. 
But was she telling the full truth? See the Later 
Knowledge section in the book  
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The Children of Lou and Maggie Randall 
 
The table below gives an overview of the lives of the Randall Family children 
 

FATHER   Lindsay Vivian "Lou" RANDALL 
  Birth 1889 Kingston, South Australia 
  Death 1979 Tauranga NZ 
  Burial  Tauranga 
  Marriage 24 Apr 1913 Shannon, RC Church 
  Father George Henry RANDALL (1850–1931) 
  Mother Alice Victoria MARTIN (1870–1953)  
MOTHER   Annie Margaret "Maggie" RYAN 
  Birth 17 Sep 1893 Johnsonville, Wellington NZ 
  Death Jun 1965 Hataitai residence, Wellington, NZ 
  Burial  Makara Lawn Cemetery, Wellington, NZ 
  Father William Patrick RYAN (1865–1911) 
  Mother Nora BOURKE (1871–1949) 
CHILDREN 
M Clement Lindsay William "Mick" RANDALL 
  Birth 8 Aug 1913 Napier NZ 
  Death 23 Dec 2007 Nursing Home, Richmond, Nelson, NZ 
  Burial 28 Dec 2007 RC church graveyard, Wakefield, Nelson 
  Spouse Florence Elizabeth POSTLETHWAITE (1923–2013 ) 
  Marriage 1 Dec 1948 Wellington NZ 
F Noreen Marie RANDALL 
  Birth 29 Nov 1914 Shannon 
  Death 25 Dec 2006 Tauranga, Althorp Nursing Home, Pies Pa 
  Burial 28 Dec 2006 Tauranga Catholic Church,  Pies Pa Cemetery, with husband Monty 
  Spouse Egmont Jacob ORGAN ( 1909–1977) 
F Agnes Adelaide RANDALL 
  Birth 26 Dec 1915 At home, Vogel Street, Shannon NZ 
  Death 6 Jul 2002 Auckland Hospital NZ 
  Burial  Eden Gardens, Auckland  
  Spouse Lawrence Gerard MCMULLAN (1911–1977) 
  Marriage 1939 Wellington NZ – Basilica 
F Audrey Alaire RANDALL 

  Birth 23 Sep 1917 Shannon, NZ 
  Death 14 Jun 2002 Auckland, NZ - Hospice in Meadowbank  
  Burial  Purewa Cemetery, Meadowbank, Auckland  
  Spouse Ian Arnaud BURGESS (1916–2008) 
  Marriage Mar 1946  Wellington NZ 
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Lou Randall:  his background 
Born: Kingston, South Australia 1889 
Died: Tauranga, NZ 1979, aged 90 
 
Lindsay Randall, known as Lou, was born and bred near 
Kingston, on the coast south of Adelaide, as the first child in 
a family of 11 children. He left home as a young man out of 
school around the age of 14 in 1903. A community of small 
rural farms would offer few opportunities so Lou left home to 
seek work, to see the world – and to better himself. The 
separation from his family was relatively common for the 
time and we still have some letters and postcards that he 
exchanged with his mother and sisters during the next 
twenty years.  
Lou’s father, George Henry Randall, was born in Australia in 
1850 at Reedbeds, Henley Beach, now a suburb of 
Adelaide. George was initially married to Margaret McIntyre 
and they had five children before Margaret died. 
George Randall’s second wife was Alice Martin born in 
Kingston in 1870 and was twenty years younger than her 
husband. George was now in the Kingston area and had 
helped build the narrow gauge railway from Kingston to 
Naracoorte. He settled and became the ‘stationmaster’ at 
Reedy Creek – a stop on the railway about 20 km from 
Kingston.  

 
Lou Randall  1948 

 

Randall family at Reedy Creek Station  Date c1910 George Randall, Lou’s father, is on his railway 
‘jigger’. One brother is leaning on a cricket bat and perhaps they are all off to a social cricket match. 
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The Randall house  
Reedy Creek, SA 1920s 

 
 We have photos of George Randall wearing Sunday best sitting on 

a railway ‘jigger’. The job of ‘stationmaster’ was probably as 
maintenance ganger for the local track. The family farm, or small 
holding perhaps, survived until the 1960s when the remaining 
occupant, younger son, Baden sold it and moved to the Adelaide 
area. His sister Lizzie had been the post mistress and telephonist in 
Reedy Creek. 
When leaving home in 1903 Lou would have taken the train from 
Reedy Creek to Sydney, changing trains and wheel gauges at 
Naracoorte. He appears on a shipping list as travelling on the Union 
Steam Ship Company vessel Monowai. In those days Austalia and 
New Zealand were both part of the same colonial system which 
existed before the countires became independent. Lou arrived in 
Wellington, New Zealand, on 12 August 1903, aged 14. 
About his early New Zealand years, Lou talked of felling trees on 
the steep slopes of the upper Wanganui River. The logging gang 
would work up the slopes notching trees on the downside of their 
trunks and then felling the upper trees. The higher trees would 
knock the lower trees again and again– like collapsing a line of 
cards – so they all ended in the river.  

Post Card sent by 
Lindsay Randall to his 
brother Baden.  

 

 
  

Writing on back of  
post card reads: 

Shannon 19/4/08 
Dear Baden Received 
your very pretty P.C. 
the other day and I 
hope you will like this 
one. It is part of the 
largest river in N.Z. 
Are you still looking 
after  the flowers. 
Love from Lindsay 
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By 1907 Lou was working in or near Shannon 
in the Horowhenua area south of Palmerston 
North - rolling country that runs down the 
coast towards Wellington, getting narrower as 
the range of mountains meets the coast. This 
area of relatively peaceful settlement among 
the local Maori tribes developed quickly as 
the railway from Wellington was completed in 
the 1880s. Shannon was an inland town 
founded on the railway line and became the 
centre of a flax industry that grew, harvested 
and processed flax leaves for their fibre, until 
the economics and demand of that industry 
changed in the 1920s.  
The Miranui flax mill at Makerua, about 6 km 
north of Shannon, was the largest mill in New 
Zealand and was famed for its excellent 
working conditions, including live-in facilities. 
Lou Randall worked at the mill and became a 
‘scutcher’ –  someone feeding the machines 
that flailed the flax leaves to remove the flesh 
and leave only the valuable fibre. Shannon 
was also a centre for local social life with 
many records of sporting and social events. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

The name Shannon 
The town was named after 
George. V Shannon, one of 
the directors of the 
Wellington- Manawatu 
Railway Company, who built 
the railway line on which the 
town was founded. 
The river Shannon is the 
longest river in Ireland. In the 
Irish language of Gaelic 
Seanan means Old River. 

From the Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1897 
 
Shannon 
SIXTY-NINE miles of railway line bring the traveller from Wellington to Shannon, another 
intermediate station on the Manawatu Company's line. The settlement is progressive, although it has 
much to check its growth. The land is not so good as that around Longburn, although stock-raising 
appears to be fairly successful, and the products of wool, butter, and fruit are well spoken of. Its 
people are thrifty and hospitable, and boast of a town hall, a church, a State school, a creamery, two 
hotels, and other institutions .. Good roads connect Shannon with Levin to the south-west, and 
Palmerston North in the opposite direction. 
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Flaxworks at ‘Weka Mill, Shannon, c1914 – Lindsay Randall is sitting front right.The Weka Mill was 
attached to the large Mianui mill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1907 Lou sent a sentimental post card to his 
‘Dearest Mother’ and described it as ‘very pretty’. It is 
one of about 20 post cards we have that Lou sent to 
his mother and brothers and sisters in the years 1907 
– 1909. Lou often refers to ‘P.C.s’ and letters that he 
has received. All the cards are dated from Shannon 
but by the time Lou gives birthday greetings and 
comments on the card or the weather there is nothing 
about what he himself is doing! We can suppose that 
he missed having a family.  
Also living in Shannon during these years was Annie 
Margaret Ryan, known as Maggie. 

 

From the Dictionary of NZ Biography 

At its peak Miranui operated day and night 
and employed over 200 men. It was the 
most successful flax-milling company in 
New Zealand, and the mill was a showpiece 
of the flax industry. Albert Seifert, as 
managing director and the major 
shareholder, was the driving force behind 
this venture. He helped design the mill, and 
proved that the development of swamps for 
flax-milling through systematic, large-scale 
drainage was economically viable. 

Seifert's company had an excellent 
reputation as an employer: it provided good 
wages and comfortable accommodation, a 
dining room that seated 130, a reading 
room with piano, a billiards room, and a 
well-stocked store. 
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Maggie Ryan: her background 
Born: Khandallah, Wellington, 1893 
Died: Wellington, NZ 1965, aged 71 
 
Maggie’s parents – William Patrick Ryan and Nora Bourke – 
were both children of Irish families who had migrated to New 
Zealand. The Bourke family from Knocklong, Tipperary arrived 
in the late 1870s and Nora had been born in Ireland.  

Nora features in family photos of the 1930-40s weddings of her 
grandchildren – a small lady in black. I remember her living in 
the Panama Hotel, Taranaki Street, Wellington and knitting 
socks using many little knitting needles at one time, of great 
fascination to a three-year old.  

 
 
Maggie Ryan 1948 
 

 
Willam Ryan and daughter Maggie: about 1896 

Nora Bourke married William Ryan in September 
1892 at the Registrar Office in Wellington. It was 
unusual for children of Catholic families to be 
married out of church, but the place is probably 
connected to the fact that the eldest child, 
Martha, was born soon after the marriage date. 
There is probably a story that could have been 
told but there was no talk that I ever heard. 
Maggie’s birth certificate records her birthplace 
as Khandallah, then a separate town on the 
railway line just north of Wellington and possibly 
the nearest birth registration place for the 
Porirua area where William’s family lived. Dennis 
Ryan, William’s father, produced 11 children and 
farmed in Porirua where he was also a 
constable.  
Maggie was born in September 1893 as the 
second child of five – at that stage Nora’s first 
child Martha (Darta) would have been not much 
older than 1 year. 

  

Migrant Ship Zealandia  
NZ Govt. Records of Assisted Emigration to Wellington New Zealand 
by the Ship ‘Zealandia’: Sailed 17 July 1879 from London. Arrived 
Wellington 17 October 1879. 

The passenger list, under ‘Families and children’, records the ‘Burke’ 
family as -  
Lawrence age 36  
Bridget age 35 
Honora age 10   
Daniel age 8 
Note: The clerk has recorded the full formal name of Honora, although 
it was never used by Nora. 
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We have a photo of Maggie sitting on her 
father’s knee when she was aged around 3 
years. Maggie talked about the photo in the 
1960s and assumed that it was taken at a 
house in Shannon. William Ryan had perhaps 
been drawn to the Shannon area by work 
related to the railway and his occupation is 
listed as ‘contractor’ on his wedding certificate. 
The photo is posed outside in a rough garden 
with Maggie in ringlets and best dress and 
William wearing moleskin trousers, jacket, tie 
and bowler hat. Both are dressed up for the 
photo. 
Maggie went to the school in Shannon which, 
despite the pains of rapidly growing, provided a 
good education. Nora Ryan kept some of 
Maggie’s certificates from the school and also a 
piece of ‘best writing’ by one of her children– an 
elegy to Richard Seddon the prime minister 
who died in 1906. 
Apart from a period away in early marriage, 
Maggie lived in the Shannon area until the 
1920s when the family moved to Wellington. 
Maggie’s sisters –  Darta and Lucy - 
established themselves in families still known to 
us, but contact was lost with brother Jack. 
Another sister Mary, a middle child, had died at 
the age of 20 months 

. 

 
Shannon school girls – Saluting Boer War Troops 
1901 

 

 

 
Prime Minister Richard Seddon  - ‘King Dick’ 

  

Shannon School 
Text from: Horowhenua Historical Society Inc: 

The one roomed building which served for 
many years as Shannon School was opened on 
Wednesday July 17th 1889 with Mr Voysey as 
teacher. 

A report on the building in 1904 stated that the 
old building was one of the original £50 
buildings erected when the district was first 
settled. The building was unlined and unfelted 
with the result that the rain beat in through the 
walls in wet weather and on cold frosty 
mornings drips came down from the roof onto 
the pupils.  One room was condemned. 

By 1905 additions were made, a further two 
rooms being officially opened on April 12th by 
Mr Job Vile. Tthe Prime Minister Rt Hon. R.J 
Seddon also addressed the pupils at school the 
next day. By 1916 the roll had reached 310 with 
7 teachers.  
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Maggie’s father William Ryan is chiefly remembered for 
being killed by a train while returning to a work camp near 
Taihape in the middle of the North Island. Working away 
from home was perhaps necessary for some labourers in 
the New Zealand of that time –  although there was a 
family echo that William Ryan was a bit of a wanderer.  
William’s death in 1911 was ‘unusual’ and his 
granddaughters, such as Agnes and Noreen, weren’t ever 
keen to dwell on an event which happened 4 to 6 years 
before their births but probably left a legacy of the family 
needing to make their own way in life.  
A memento the time that does survive is a card 
advertising a Benefit Social and Dance at Shannon with 
the proceeds going to the Widow and Family of Mr W. 
Ryan. Darta was 18 and Maggie was 17 when their father 
was killed. John and Lucy were 10 and 8 years.  
Nora bought a sewing machine and ‘took in’ sewing to 
help make ends meet. Among her surviving papers there 
are records of rental over the years and in November 
1911 a Government State Advances Mortgage of 245 
pounds. Perhaps the mortgage was made possible via 
the MP William Field who had written a letter of 
condolence offering help. The house was probably on the 
West side of Vogel Street in Shannon. 

  

 

 
 
 

 
Early train on Main Trunk Line 

 
  

Manawatu Daily Times 
 6 June 1911 
 
TRAPPED IN A CATTLE STOP - 
SHOCKING FATALITY ON THE 
MAIN TRUNK LINE - MAN CUT TO 
PIECES.  
By Telegraph - Press Association, 
Taihape Last Night 
 
William Ryan was cut to pieces by the 
special goods train from the north near 
Taihape at 10.30 Friday night. 
Apparently he was walking home along 
the line to his camp when surprised by 
the train at a cattle stop in which he 
became entangled and was run over 
before he could extricate himself. 
Deceased leaves a wife and family 
residing at Shannon. 
 

Dear Mrs Ryan 
It is am sure hardly necessary for me to assure you how deeply grieved and 
shocked my wife and I were to learn of Mr Ryan’s sudden & tragic death. 
Though you are not personally known to me I was acquainted with Mr Ryan 
and fully realise what a terrible shook and loss it has been to you. I have 
heard from Mr Moynahan of the brave way in which you and your children 
have faced your trouble, and the sincere wish of my wife and myself is that 
you get along and prosper and reap the reward of your industry and fortitude. 
If I can at any time be of any service to you or yours I trust you will not 
hesitate to approach me. With heartfelt sympathy and every good wish, 
 believe me yours very sincerely  
W H Field 
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Maggie and Lou  
This photo taken later in their married  
life has captured a laugh  

Maggie Ryan married Lou Randall in the Shannon Catholic 
church in April 1913 when she was aged 19 and Lou was 23. 
The couple moved to Napier where Lou worked on the 
construction of the electric tramway for the town.  
They rented a house near Munroe Street from Mrs O’Rourke, 
who was grandmother to Terry and Anne O’Rourke (among 
others) whose lives cross with later generations of the Randall 
family. Maggie used to emphasise that Mrs O’Rourke was 
‘very kind’ and we can speculate that this kindness was to a 
young bride who was pregnant early in her marriage. Lou was 
quietly but strongly supportive to a later generation in similar 
circumstances of early marriage.  

 
 

 

Life in Shannon  
After Clement (Mick) was born in Napier the family returned to 
Shannon by 1914 and Noreen, Agnes and Audrey were born 
there. Noreen and Agnes could remember going to the 
Shannon school but at a certain stage the family group, 
including Nora Ryan and youngest daughter Lucy, moved to 
the Miranui Mill to live and to work. 
The family lived at a branch of the main mill called the Weka 
Mill, and the house in Shannon was presumably rented to 
others. Nora and family ran the works kitchen/dining room and 
had accommodation in the same building. The present-day 
farmhouse on the site of the vanished mill is adapted from this 
original building. 

 
The Randall children  This photo taken around 1920 shows –   Clement, Audrey, Agnes, Noreen 
  

Family nicknames  

Clement was Mick  

Noreen was Rub 

Agnes was Skoo 
Some of these 
names were used 
among themselves 
for all their lives. 
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Despite the busy flax industry nearby, the Randall 
children remembered normal childhood life including 
having favourite kittens and being excited by 
preparations when Aunt Lucy, now a young woman, 
went to dances at the nearby Tokomaru Hall – 
walking along the country road on some occasions. 
The three Randall girls attended the single-roomed 
Makerua School which had opened in 1911 and a 
1925 school photo has Noreen and Agnes among the 
20 pupils. When older, Mick went to school in 
Shannon by bicycle. His father Lou was famous in the 
family for not being a good cyclist – it was said that if 
he looked at a cow in a field then he would 
automatically steer towards it! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remains of Weka flax mill at Makerua 
The swampy flax fields are now good farmland  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Photos 1925 
 
Above: Makerua School near Shannon 
Agnes and Noreen Randall  
2nd Row, 3rd  and 4th from left 
 
 
 
Right: Shannon School Std 5 
Clement (Mick) Randall 
2nd Row, 2nd from left 
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Below: New Year 1925 
The Randall family at Reedy Creek, 
near Kingston, SA.  Schoolboy Mick is 
between his grandparents. His father Lou 
is on the right 

Visit to Australia 
In 1924 Lou, aged 35, made his first trip back to see his 
family in Australia and the 11 year old Mick travelled with him. 
Perhaps the trip was funded by overtime hours at the busy 
flax mill. Mick, in later years, recounted that they travelled 
with a friend from the flax mill and that the trip was also 
carefully coordinated with Australia-England cricket test 
matches. The dates of the test matches are recorded as 19 – 
27 December 1924 in Sydney and 16 – 24 January in 
Adelaide. Cricket was a passion passed very successfully 
from father to son 
The cricket dates also fit with Mick’s memories of sailing from 
Wellington to Sydney and returning from Adelaide. They 
travelled on the Australian railways of different gauges, 
changing at Naracoorte onto the Kingston line which took 
them to Reedy Creek for the New Year of 1925.  
We have a photo of the Randall family reunited at Reedy 
Creek and assembled in best clothes on the rough grass of 
the back yard and orchard. Eight of the 11 children are 
present – a younger son Allan had been killed in action in 
Belgium in 1917.  Lou’s father 75 year-old George looks 
philosophical and Alice looks tired perhaps – deservedly so at 
age 55. Mick, in school uniform blazer and socks, is crouched 
down between his grandparents. A few months before his 
death in 2007 Mick said that he could recall the Reedy Creek 
orchard ‘like yesterday’ 

 
  

About Kingston: 

Kingston was established in the early 
days as a resting place on the journey 
from Adelaide to Victoria.  

In later years a railway line was built 
from Naracoorte to Kingston and the 
jetty was made longer so that bigger 
boats could be loaded. 

Reedy Creek  today is marked as a 
junction on the Princes Highway about 
15 km SE of Kingston 

The Railway halt is on the Lucindale-
Kingston Road at junctions with Mail 
Bridge Road among others. Google 
Street View reveals very few buildings, 
just road and trees. 
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A New Zealand ‘pub’ was a hotel with 
accommodation, even if the main 
business was serving drinks.  
Old Wellington pubs like the Royal 
Tiger have names that appear in 
historical records.  
 

 

Move to Wellington  
Maggie’s older sister Martha (Darta) had gone to 
Wellington to board and to work. She met and married 
Ted Harnett, who had been born in Ireland. He had 
‘an accent’ remembered by Agnes and Noreen, 
although they didn’t comment on any accent of their 
grandmother Nora who was also born in Ireland. Ted 
had bought the lease of a Wellington pub and was 
considered a ‘good businessman’ who eventually had 
8 pubs in Wellington.    

The Randall family, together with Nora and Lucy, 
moved to Wellington around 1926 – a strategic 
decision encouraged and enabled by Ted and Darta 
Harnett. Agnes remembered the move being to give 
the children a good education. Noreen remembered 
Ted Harnett telling her that they were going to 
Wellington where the trams went ‘ding ding’. 
Initially the family lived and worked in the Royal Tiger 
Hotel on the corner of Vivian and Taranaki Streets – 
Lou looked after the bar and Maggie the bottle store. 
The children weren’t allowed in the common parts of 
the hotel and for schooling they attended the Dufferin 
Street convent school near the Basin Reserve. 
Also living at the hotel was the children’s grandmother 
Nora and her youngest daughter Lucy, now aged 
around 20 years. Around this time Lucy married John 
Wholey and they lived at the hotel for a while. Noreen 
and Agnes both talked of also living at the Masonic 
Hotel in nearby Cuba Street. 

  
  

Above: Nora Ryan and 
daughter Maggie 
Taken in the 1940s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Wellington in the 1930s 
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Within a few years the family had moved to Tinakori Road, Thorndon, in 
the part of the street opposite the Botanic Gardens and just down from 
the present Chinese Embassy. They lived next door to Mrs Hackworth 
and her unmarried adult children – Vernon and Eleanor (‘Hackie’) whose 
house was one of about three narrow houses in a row. These two-stored 
houses were only one room wide, with side entrance doors in the narrow 
spaces between houses. 
A friend of the family, Mrs Mannering, told them about a Dairy shop, with 
accommodation, down the road at 344 Tinakori Road. They moved to 
that address and Maggie ran the shop while Lou went back to Shannon 
for work at the flax mill, returning home for weekends. The flax industry 
had a short-lived boom in the mid-1920s. 
After a while, the Randalls took a lease on 342 Tinakori Road, a larger 
house that looks down Bowen Street, and they transferred the Dairy to 
there. It remained as a Dairy with a large Tip Top ice cream sign until 
1976, when it became Pierre’s Restaurant for almost 20 years. Randall 
knew Pierre and enjoyed goumet meals in his grandparent’s former 
home which retained the old coal range as a ‘feature’ in the middle of the 
restaurant. The large upstairs front bedroom used by the 3 Randall girls 
was a function room. 342 Tinakori Road has continued as a cafe, 
restaurant or gastro pub and the old range survives. 

 Left 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

A New Zealand 
‘Dairy’ was (and is) a 
small convenience 
store that remains 
open to sell fresh 
milk, and other dairy 
products.  
The long opening 
hours were important 
in the days when most 
homes didn’t have 
fridges and other 
shops were closed. 

Tinakori Road 
 

Left:1930s road works at the 
Bowen Street corner  

 

Below: The family lived in both 
these buildings but mostly in 
342 on the right 
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Growing up in Wellington  
The Dairy at 342 Tinakori Road was a family house 
and business until 1950 so it was a family address for 
over a quarter century – a fixed point amid natural 
changes as the Randall children grew up, went to 
work, and married. The townscape of Wellington was 
mature and relatively stable during that period with the 
completed tramline system joining the suburbs to 
shops and offices in the town. The street photos from 
the 1930s, showing processions of trams in busy 
streets and smartly-dressed people striding out, can 
make Wellington look more bustling and cosmopolitan 
than it does today. 
Despite the trams running past the house, the 
Randalls would have walked to many places in their 
social life, such as to the Northland Tennis Club up 
the road at Glenmore Street and to the Sacred Heart 
‘Basilica’ church and hall  down in Hill Street. Mick 
went to Saint Patricks Boys’ School and then started 
work at the head office of New Zealand Breweries 
down near Hill street – the brick factory buildings are 
now preserved as a supermarket.  
Life in the house at 342 Tinakori was linked to life in 
the Dairy shop in the front of the building where, in 
typical fashion, goods were on shelves behind an L-
shaped counter. In the early days the milk sat in large 
metal ‘churns’ and people brought their own jugs and 
filled them from the churn. The Council inspector 
could call at any time and check for any dilution of the 
milk by water.  
When a customer opened the front door of the shop a 
bell would summon someone from the house, just 
though a doorway. Noreen and Agnes recalled that as 
teenagers they would argue about whose ‘turn’ it was 
to serve in the shop - and in their old age they still 
believed that the youngest child Audrey had avoided 
her share! 
Noreen and Agnes remembered getting their 
‘Proficiency’ –  a Certificate of Proficiency that marked 
the end of primary school and entitled people to 
secondary schooling. All 3 Randall girls went to 
‘Commercial College’ – possible Gilby’s – where they 
acquired typing and shorthand skills that prepared 
them for excellent office jobs; and later mystified their 
children who couldn’t read their grocery lists written in 
shorthand! 

 
Wellington tram  
 

 
 
Beach group at Hawera  
Showing Audrey and Agnes at front of group 
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 Work and social lives 
Eleanor (Hackie) Hackwork, neighbour and friend, was a 
senior typist in the head office of Levin and Company, 
large importing agents and wholesalers. Hackie knew of 
a shorthand typist job for Noreen at Levin and Co and 
later knew of a storeman job for Lou Randall. Agnes 
worked as a shorthand typist for government 
departments such as the Justice Department. Audrey 
followed a similar route to getting work. 
Workplaces were then, as now, also places to meet 
people socially. As well as day-to-day contact, the annual 
picnic of a large company or government department 
often took place in formal leisure grounds such as those 
at Days Bay reached by ferry across Wellington harbour.  

 

Churches also held regular social dances and on one 
occasion Maggie ‘grounded’ her 3 girls from attending the 
Hill Street Dance. This fact was strategically leaked by 
one of the girls during Confession on the Saturday 
afternoon and the parish priest quickly called upon Mrs 
Randall. He successfully convinced her that the success 
of the dance that evening depended upon her fine 
daughters attending! 
The photographs of the period include pictures from 
picnics and other groups of people, large and small. Balls 
were another source of formal photographs that show 
fine gowns and dinner suits with plenty of sophisticated 
smoking taking place. In the shopping streets of the city 
photographers would take photos of smartly–dressed 
people. The proofs could be inspected the next day and 
prints ordered.  
 

 
Above::Photo-portrait of Audrey Randall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: Dressed for the ball  
Larry McMullan and Agnes Randall 
Around the time of their marriage  
In 1939  
  

Maggie offered her three 
girls the choice of a 21st 
birthday party or - a fox fur. 
Noreen, Agnes and Audrey 
were unanimous in their 
choice of the fur. 

After the social whirl, those 
fox faces lived on for many 
years, with beady eyes 
peeking from boxes on tops 
of wardrobes 
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Most of the formal photos are of high quality and the black 
and white prints have survived well. The finest of the 
photography is in the portraits made for engagements and 
weddings in the studios of S P Andrews and Spencer 
Digby, whose collections of negatives are now held in the 
Te Papa Museum 
In September 1934 Noreen got engaged to Egmont 
Organ and the NZ Free Lance, a weekly magazine of 
photographic and social news, announced the event with 
photos of the couple. They married a number of leisurely 
years later, apparently spurred on to choose a date by 
Agnes who was next in the queue and married Lawrence 
McMullan in 1939. I was the first grandchild, being born in 
1944 and was often photographed in the little garden 
behind the Dairy.  

The 1940s 
No family members were harmed by the fortunes of war 
but lives evolved and changed direction to follow new 
opportunities. Mick served in the army stationed in the 
Pacific and Larry McMullan was stationed in the Middle 
East. Audrey’s fiancé Ian Burgess flew for the RNZAF – 
first in the Pacific and then in England. At the end of the 
war Audrey and Ian married in Wellington and took up an 
opportunity to be in the peacetime RAF in England. 

 
Maggie holding grandson Randall 
In the backyard at 342 Tinakori Road, 
1945  
 

Mick also sailed to England to forge the links for his 
wholesale importing business. During his return voyage 
Mick met (Florence) Elizabeth Postlethwaite, sailing to 
New Zealand to teach at Iona School, Havelock North, 
and they married in December 1947.  
 All the Randall children had now left home and by 1949 
Lou was aged 60 and Maggie was 56. There must have 
been a natural opportunity for Lou to retire from Levin and 
Co and Maggie had must have accumulated money from 
the Dairy business that she had run so efficiently.  
Solicitors’ letters show that in February 1950 they bought 
the property at 52 Overtoun Terrace from Noreen and 
Monty Organ for 2,100 pounds. It was just two doors 
away from the Organ family home where Monty had 
grown up and perhaps that link had been a factor in his 
originally owning the property.  
 

 

 
7 Valley St. Island Bay c1952 
Randall, Lou, Noreen and Maggie 

  

When Noreen and Monty left 52 Overtoun Tce, Hataitai  in 
1950 they moved to 7 Valley Street, Island Bay – directly 
across the street from Agnes and Larry McMullan who had 
moved to 6 Valley Street in 1948.   



The Randall Family in New Zealand 

16 

 

 
Making the orchard 
Lou and Maggie in the garden at 52 Overtoun 
Terrace, Hataitai, 1950s 
 
 

 
Noreen and Maggie  
At 15 Overtoun Tce, 1960s 
 

Hataitai years 
The new house of Maggie and Lou at 52 Overtoun 
Terrace showed only one storey to the road and, as 
the ground fell away rapidly to the West, there was 
another storey below together with a little lawn and a 
washhouse. By the 1940s the bottom storey had been 
made into a separate one-bedroom flat by dismantling 
the staircase and making a rather narrow bathroom for 
the house upstairs – which now had two bedrooms 
and two  living rooms. 
Down a steep bank from the lawn was a sheltered 
area that had previously been carved and flattened by 
bulldozer to make a tennis court.  Maggie and Lou 
shared the aim of gardening in older age and the 
‘Grand Project’ was to convert the tennis court to an 
orchard. I have childhood memories of the tennis net, 
the large concrete roller and some tall fencing still 
being in place as the young apple trees were planted.  
The orchard was completed and, because the 
sheltered dingle dell had a micro-climate that was 
different to most of Wellington, it gave plenty of fruit. 
Lou would cut the grass with a tall scythe and perhaps 
be reminded of the orchard of the Reedy Creek house 
where he had grown up.  
By the 1950s Maggie and Lou had grandchildren from 
all four of their own children who lived both near and 
far. Mick and Liz Randall made their family home at 
Grafton Road along the hill from Hataitai. In 1953, 
Agnes and ‘Mac’ McMullan moved from Island Bay to 
Napier, and soon afterwards Noreen and Monty 
moved from Island Bay to 15 Overtoun Terrace, just 
along the road from Maggie and Lou at number 52.  
Audrey and Ian were in England, located at RAF 
Lyneham where Ian was a pilot flying for the Air 
Transport Command Squadron. Audrey and son David 
visited New Zealand by ship around 1955. 

  
   

Lou’s mother Alice Randall lived on with family at 
Reedy Creek in South Australia until she died in 
1953, aged 82. The photo to the right is from 1948  
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Although living in Hataitai, Lou and Maggie still had 
links to Tinakori Road friends and especially to the 
formal opening and closing events of the Thorndon 
Bowling Club – for which Maggie and Lou, and 
presumably all the other people, dressed up. For a 
bowling event in Nelson they both travelled by air – 
certainly the first time they had flown. There were 
occasional holidays with family –  such as to the 
McMullan’s in Napier or to the Organ family bach at 
Scannel Street, Taupo.  
The links to Shannon were still alive as a network of 
people in Wellington who knew one another from having 
grown up in Shannon. They would have remembered 
the strong community feelings of a small early town and 
the community help from which the Ryan family had 
benefitted.  
Maggie and Lou never owned a car but everyone in the 
wider family had cars for when necessary. For everyday 
travel they walked down Waitoa Road to the local shops 
and tram terminus where the Number 2 tram sat, 
electric motor ticking, waiting to climb the hill to the tram 
tunnel.  
Lou  played at the Hataitai Bowling Club and in the 
1960s he was there most afternoons to play bowls or, in 
winter, to play the card game of crib (cribbage) with 
friends. Maggie was keen on going to town for the 
cinema, a habit appreciated by grandchildren who 
gladly joined her when possible. The return walk from 
the tram up Waitoa Road to Overtoun Terrace is one of 
the steepest footpaths in the country. 

The 1960s 
In 1963 I started study at Victoria University and 
arranged to lodge with a landlady – it was considered a 
good idea to be independent. However, when an 
arrangement fell through, Maggie persuaded Agnes that 
the best boarding arrangement was with his 
grandparents. So grandson Randall happily lived at 52 
Overtoun Terrace for 5 years – and much of the 
information written here was gained during that time. 
And yes, of course he was spoiled by his landlady! 

 
 

 
 
Maggie and Lou 
In front garden of 52 Overtoun Tce – setting 
out for Thorndon Bowling Club, Easter 1963  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Orchard at 52 Overtoun Tce 
c1963 
 

  

 

In 1963 Audrey and Ian returned to New Zealand and, 
with son David,  settled in Mission Bay Auckland. 
Audrey and David visited Wellington and stayed with 
Maggie and Lou. 
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Maggie and Lou had no obvious declining health that they 
complained of, although Maggie did see the doctor about 
high blood pressure. The blood pressure would have been a 
factor in a stroke that Maggie suffered doing the laundry one 
Monday in 1965.  
There was no active treatment in those days and she 
recovered over the weeks – with impatience. One day, after 
we had discussed favourite ingredients for a vegetable soup,  
Maggie was stirring the soup in the kitchen when she 
suddenly fell dead – from a stroke. Lou was sitting in the next 
room reading the paper and heard nothing, except for her 
fall.  
In a traditional way Maggie’s coffin remained in the house 
until taken to the Mount Carmel church in Roseneath and we 
buried her, in the lawn cemetery over the hills at Makara. It 
was a cold wet June day of 1965, her 72nd year 

  
 

Lou greatly missed 
Maggie, but evolved new 
routines, He continued 
living at 52 Overtoun 
Terrace, along with myself, 
until 1968. All was made 
easier by the kind work of 
Noreen who provided an 
evening meal with she and 
Monty along the road. 
In 1966 Lou flew, by 
Lockheed Electra, out of 
Wellington and visited his 
brothers and sisters in 
Australia for the first time in 
over 40 years.  
 

 

 

Above: Randall family reunion after 40 
years. 
Lou with sisters Liz and Hilda, 1966 
The reunion made local news 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Lockheed Electra 
A pervasive sight and sound at Overtoun 
Tce which looked over at Wellington 
Airport. Lou travelled on these aircraft to 
Australia. 

  

Maggie and Lou enjoyed 
their routines of gardening 
and household rituals such 
as washing day on 
Mondays.  

 

On many Sunday 
afternoons ‘the family’ 
(Mick, Liz and children) 
visited and  we all enjoyed 
Nana’s sponge cake, stuffed 
with cream 
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The Australian centre of the Randall family was now in 
Adelaide where 3 sisters lived – Grace, Hilda and Lil – 
together with Baden who had sold up the original 
family property in Reedy Creek a few years earlier. Lou 
greatly enjoyed his month or two of reunion activities 
as he passed from house to house. He repeated the 
adventure several times and in the 1970s Hilda visited 
New Zealand. 

The 1970s 
Lou now lived with Noreen and Monty Organ and his 
Wellington years came to an end as they all moved to 
a large house with gardens in Waikanae, north of 
Wellington. Links to Hataitai continued as Mick and Liz 
and family now lived in Waipapa Road.  
By the mid-1970s Lou moved to Tauranga where 
Noreen and Monty established a home that was close 
to daughter Diana and Russell Butterworth and their 
sons Anthony and Paul. 
 

 
Lou Randall and Monty Organ 
At Waikanae  1973 

Lou lived contently in Tauranga amidst 4 generations 
of his family. At a certain stage he moved to a 
retirement complex – Melrose, on the Waihi Road – 
where he liked the steady routine of the place. So 
although he enjoyed family outings, such as Christmas, 
he was equally concerned that we delivered him back 
to his environment at a set time. 
Lou died peacefully at Melrose in 1979 and is buried at 
Pyes Pa cemetery, Tauranga 
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Family names and places 
Family homes 
The list below gives the locations where Lou and Maggie Randall lived. Also listed are the early family 
homes of their children: Mick, Noreen, Agnes and Audrey.  
 
Town 
 

Location Notes 

Shannon Area 
nr Levin 

Makerua Road, part of 
State Highway 57, 3 km 
north of Shannon on West 
side of road. 

Site of Weka flax mill now occupied by Mukapai 
farmstead  

Shannon  Vogel St Family house. Modest villa probably on West 
side of street. Possibly No 43  

Wellington  342 Tinakori Rd, Thorndon The ‘Dairy’ and home of Maggie, Lou and family  
– about 1927 to 1951 

Wellington 52 Overtoun Tce, Hataitai Home of Noreen and Monty Organ – 1940s to 
1951 then 
Home of Lou and Maggie Randall – 1951 to 
1970 approx 

Wellington 15 Overtoun Tce, Hataitai Family home of Noreen, Monty and Diana – 
1955 to 1970 approx 

Wellington 6 Valley St, Island Bay Family home of Agnes, Mac and family – 1948 
to 1953 

Wellington 7 Valley St, Island Bay  Family home of Noreen, Monty and Diana –
1951 -1955 approx 

Wellington 157 Grafton Rd Family home of Mick, Liz and family –1950 to 
1970 approx 

Napier 30 Tom Parker Avenue, 
Marewa  

Family home of Agnes, Mac and family – 1953 
to 1979 

Auckland  51 Nihil Cres, Mission Bay Family home of Audrey, Ian and David – 1963 – 
2000 approx 

 

30 Tom Parker Ave, Napier – 1960s 
 

Overtoun Tce - Noreen in Fairlane c1965 
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Earlier family places  
 
Streatley is a village and civil parish in the South of Bedfordshire, 
England. The village is situated just to the west of the A6, and is the 
first village on the A6 north of Luton, being about 5 miles (8 km) from 
central Luton. 
The parish is of ancient origin, and has sometimes been known as 
'Streatley with Sharpenhoe'. According to the 2001 census the parish 
had a population of 1,707. 
Swaffham Prior is a picturesque village in East Cambridgeshire, 
England. Lying 5 miles west of Newmarket, and two miles south west 
of Burwell, the village is often paired with its neighbour Swaffham 
Bulbeck, and are collectively referred to as 'The Swaffhams'.  
The village is dominated by its twin churches that have served the 
parish since at least the 12th century – the Church of St Mary, and the 
Church of St Cyriac and St Julitta.  
County Tipperary in Ireland is situated in the province of Munster and 
was one of the first Irish counties to be established in the 13th century. 
The county was noted for its nationalistic feeling and it was said that 
"where Tipperary leads, Ireland follows".  
The ancient game of hurling is popular in the county and Tipperary 
teams have often been champions of Ireland.  Tipperary is also 
famous for its horse breeding industry and includes the Coolmore 
Stud, the largest thoroughbred breeding operation in the world. 

 

The Randall name 
This interesting surname is English, and occasionally Scottish. It has 
two possible origins. The first is from the Middle English given name 
"Randel", a diminutive of the personal name "Rande", to which was 
added the Norman French diminutive suffix "-el"; meaning little, to give 
Little Rand or more likely son of Rande.  
Rande meaning shield, was a first element in many pre 7th century 
Anglo-Saxon and Germanic compound personal names, such as the 
popular Randolph. The second source is a form of the Olde English 
personal names Randwulf or Randulf, themselves from the Norse-
Viking name "Rondulfr", and derived from the elements meaning shield 
and wolf.  
The modern surname can be found as Randall, Randell, Randle, 
Rendall, Rendell and Rendle. The first recorded spelling of the family 
name is shown to be that of Thomas Randel. This was dated 1250, in 
the tax registers known as the "Feet of Fines", during the reign of King 
Henry the 3rd  of England, 1216 - 1272.  
Surnames became necessary when governments introduced personal 
taxation. In England this was sometimes known as the Poll Tax. 
Throughout the centuries, surnames in every country have continued 
to "develop" often leading to astonishing variants of the original 
spelling.  
Extract from the website www.surnamedb.com 

 

  

Lord Randall is an  
Anglo-Scottish border ballad 
consisting of dialogue 
between a young Lord and 
his mother. Through the 
mother's inquiry, it is 
gradually revealed that the 
Lord has been poisoned by 
his lover. 
 
O where ha’ you been, Lord 
Randall, my son? 
And where ha’ you been, 
my handsome young man?’ 
‘I ha’ been at the 
greenwood;  mother, mak 
my bed soon, 
For I’m wearied wi’ 
hunting, and fain wad lie 
down. 
 
etc 

http://www.surnamedb.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_ballad
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Old world map 
of family branches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Streatley village, 
Bedfordshire, England 

Original home of the  
Randall family 
 

Swaffham Prior village, 
Cambridgeshire England 

Original home of the  
Martin family 
 

Knocklong, Tipperary, 
Ireland  
 
Original home of the  
Bourke family 
 

Managh, Tipperary, 
Ireland  
 
Original home of the 
Ryan family 

Ireland  

England 

Scotland  

In the middle of the 1800s it 
was common for people to 
leave the British Isles and 
make a fresh life in the newer 
countries of the USA, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand.  

The Randall and Martin 
families went to South 
Australia in the 1840s. 

Dennis Ryan went to Australia 
in the 1850s and then on to 
New Zealand.  

The Bourke family went 
straight to New Zealand in the 
1870s. 

France  
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New world map 
for family branches 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

Reedy Creek, Kingston, 
South Australia  
 
Early home  
of the 
Randall family in Australia  
 

Shannon, north of 
Wellington, NZ 
 
Early home of the Randall 
family in New Zealand 
 

South 
Australia  

North Island 
New Zealand  

In 1846 Willam Randall and Carolyn Taylor married in Streatley 
England and arrived in Adelaide, South Australia in 1846 aboard the 
ship Phoebe. 

 

‘Grandfather Martin was born in Newmarket England and as a boy 
the family left England .. all their luggage was aboard ship and one of 
the children took ill and they had to come off and missed the ship ..  
the child died and they sailed 4 months later and on Kangaroo Island 
another son was born (Old Uncle Fred he used to live in Kingston) 
and owing to this event they had to stay on board nearly another week 
at Adelaide.’  

Letter to Lou Randall from brother Baden, 1963 
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Randall Family Branches 
 
The four children of Lou and Maggie lived on into the 21st century and have left continuing ‘branches’ of 
the Randall family, even though the families of the three daughters do not directly bear the Randall 
name. The summary of the branches below are seen through the limited eyes and memory of this 
author. But all of the branches have many more people to describe, and tales to tell, than are indicated 
here. 
 
 
The Grandchildren of Lou and Maggie Randall 
 

Children of "Mick" Clement RANDALL and Elizabeth POSTLETHWAITE 
Michael John 

Christine Margaret 

David William 

Peter Lindsay 

Alison Mary 

Catherine Lucy 

Children of "Monty" ORGAN and Noreen RANDALL 
Diana Elizabeth 

Children of "Larry" MCMULLAN and Agnes RANDALL 
Randall 

Lyndsay Margaret 

Children of Ian BURGESS and Audrey RANDALL 
John David 

 
Note: Most the Lou and Maggie’s grandchildren have children of their own. They all deserve to be 
chronicled, but at another time. 
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Mick and family 
Clement Lindsay Randall (Mick) met Florence Elisabeth 
Postlethwaite (Liz) onboard ship at Tilbury docks when sailing 
for New Zealand. Mick was returning from making links for his 
future business of importing fabric and menswear from 
suppliers such as Sanderson and Tootal. Liz had graduated 
from Sheffield University with a degree in Chemistry and was 
travelling to teach at Iona School for Girls, Havelock North. 
Mick and Liz lived in the Roseneath-Hataitai area of Wellington 
and raised six children – Michael John, Christine Margaret, 
David William, Peter Lindsay, Alison Mary, and Catherine Lucy. 
It is nice to dwell on those full names and recognise links to 
family history. 
Although Liz did not stay long at Iona College before marrying 
Mick she did later resume teaching at Wellington East Girls’ 
College. In the 1960s Mrs Postlethwaite, the widowed mother 
of Liz, came to live independently in Roseneath for a number of 
years and was a valued part of family life before she returned 
to live with her sister in Glasgow. 
The Randall children have continued the growth of family 
branches in places that include Auckland, Gisborne, 
Wellington, Nelson, Christchurch, Australia, London, and 
Rome.  
The Nelson area replaced Wellington as a family centre when 
Mick and Liz bought a smallholding on the main road between 
Nelson and Wakefield and happily settled there, together with 
hens, cats, retired sheepdogs; and sheep in the fields around 
the house. Mick was hale and hearty into his nineties, when he 
died peacefully in 2007. Liz lived on at the Wakefield Road 
house and died in 2013. 

 

 

Wellington Wharf – 1950s 
Farewell to Gran Postlethwaite 
after a visit. 
Audrey and David are perhaps 
leaving on the same ship. 
Agnes, Mick, Liz, Maggie with 
children.  
Everyone is in sensible winter 
coats. 
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Taupo houses 

Noreen and Monty’s 
bach was at 76 Scannell 
Street, where it still 
exists as a house. 

In the 1990s Diana and 
Russell acquired a 
house at Acacia Bay, 
Taupo, where Monty’s 
original trout fishing 
rods were mounted on 
the wall.  

Noreen and family 
Noreen Marie Randall met and married Egmont Organ (Monty) in Wellington 
where Monty owned and ran Turf Digest, a publication for horse racing fans 
that had been founded by his father. Monty evolved the business and 
modernised the printing facilities with offset presses which he had installed 
after a visit to Switzerland. 
Noreen and Monty’s daughter, Diana Elizabeth, went to school at the Island 
Bay Convent and continued there when the family moved back to Hataitai. 
Monty had inherited a section in Scannel Street, Taupo which in the early 
1950s contained an army hut with no services – indeed there was no 
electricity in the street at that stage. A new bach, in traditional simple fibro-
board style, was built and extended over the years. So Taupo was a common 
holiday destination for members of the wider family who travelled from 
Wellington and Napier.  
A New Year’s Dance at Taupo led to Diana meeting and marrying Russell 
Butterworth. They had two boys – Anthony and Paul. Around this time Monty 
sold his business and Noreen, Monty and Grandad Lou Randall moved from 
Hataitai to a large house and garden in Waikanae.  
The Butterworth family moved to Tauranga, followed sometime afterwards by 
the Waikanae household. So by the mid-1970s Tauranga was a family centre 
and over the years Russell’s building skills provided houses for his family, 
and for the town.  
In the 1980s Di and Russell established, with long work and patience, a kiwi 
fruit orchard and fine family home 5 km out of town at Hereford Road, off the 
Oropi Road. Monty, alas, did not live to see the family flourishing as, in 1977, 
he died unexpectedly during a relatively routine heart operation in Auckland 

 

 

 
Napier Group  
c1963  
Passing through from 
Taupo - in a Ford Fairlane.  
 

From left to right: Agnes, 
Mac (Larry), Diana, Lyn, 
Noreen, Monty 
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Noreen down-sized to a neat little home in Otumoetai, made an overseas trip and a new life in 
Tauranga, but missed Monty terribly. The Butterworth boys grew up and made their lives and 
homes elsewhere – Anthony in Australia initially, and Paul in Auckland. Eventually Russell built a 
one bed room stand-alone house next to their house on the orchard in and Noreen lived there 
independently and enjoyed fine sunny views over the valley.  
Diana and Russell both enjoyed their working lives, on and off the orchard, but Diana developed a 
brain tumour which she battled for about 12 years. She determinedly adapted her life as the illness 
slowly stole parts of her mobility, but never stole her brain or her braveness.  
Noreen lived until she was 92 in 2006 and Diana slipped away a year later.  
 

Agnes and family 
Agnes Adelaide Randall met Lawrence Gerard McMullan (Larry or 
Mac) in Wellington where they both worked in the Justice 
Department. After finishing Otago Boys’ High School in Dunedin 
Larry moved to Wellington as a government ‘cadet’. Agnes and Larry 
married in 1939 at the Hill Street Basilica and lived in Rankin Street, 
Wadestown.  
Larry was drafted as a soldier but his despatch was postponed for 
the birth of son Randall in September 1944. Fortunately the war was 
ending as Larry spent his 18 months overseas in Egypt and Italy. 
Daughter Lyndsay (Lyn) was born in 1948 and the family moved to 
Valley Street, Island Bay and they were eventually joined in that 
same very steep little street by the Organ family.  
In 1953 Larry was made the District Land Purchase Officer for the 
East Coast. The family moved to Tom Parker Avenue, Napier in the 
new suburb of Marewa where the flatness was much appreciated by 
Agnes after years of Wellington hills and wind.  
School life in Napier was pleasant for Randall and Lyn but they left 
home after school to see the world. Lyn went nursing at first and then 
onwards in various careers to Australia and the UK. Randall lived 
with his grandparents in Wellington while he studied, and then left to 
live in London for his working life.  
Agnes and Larry continued life in Napier with a web of friends, 
particularly those in lawn bowling clubs - Agnes was a popular 
Hawkes Bay champion bowler. Larry (Mac) retired from the Ministry 
of Works and quite soon afterwards, in 1977, he died of lung cancer. 
His death occurred on the same day as Noreen’s husband Monty 
and the two close-knit sisters could not even support one another at 
the funerals. 
Lyn returned to New Zealand to set up a dancing school in Auckland 
with her husband Philip Smith. In Napier Agnes had moved to a 
smaller dwelling in McGrath Street where she enjoyed life for a few 
years but in the early 1980s she was attracted to Auckland to be 
near Lyn and Lyn’s two young sons, Christopher and Stephen.  
Agnes enjoyed a new lease on life as an active grandparent, living in 
her Ellerslie home until she died in 2002. 

 
 

 
 
Lyn & Dad Larry     c1951 
On holiday at Napier Marine 
Parade 
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Audrey and family 

 
Halifax bomber group – 1945 
Ian in centre. 
 
 

Audrey Alaire Randall met Ian Arnaud Burgess in 
Wellington  where they both worked in government 
departments. Ian, from Auckland, later joined the RNZAF 
as a trainee pilot and had a long war including 
commanding Hudson bombers in the Pacific and Halifax 
bombers on weather duties for the RAF in England. Ian 
returned to Wellington to marry Audrey in 1946, and by 
1947 he had accepted an offer to fly for the peacetime 
RAF. 
Audrey and Ian lived near RAF Lyneham in western 
England and son (John) David was born in 1951. Ian flew 
for Air Transport Command squadrons and captained 
flights that included the many stages needed to transport 
nuclear weapon materials to the Woomera testing range 
in Australia. On several of these journeys he got a 
chance to see his family in Auckland, while Audrey and 
David made a sea trip to New Zealand around 1955.  
Towards the end of his RAF career Ian worked in Air 
Traffic Control at Singapore and in 1963 the family 
moved on to Auckland, settling at 53 Nihill Crescent, 
Mission Bay. Ian became an enthusiastic sales 
representative, a golfer, bowler, photographer and 
painter. David went to Auckland Grammar school and 
later based himself in Sydney as a musician and sound 
engineer.  

 

Audrey and Ian lived happily in their Art Deco Nihill 
Crescent home for many years. Aud kept things ‘tickety 
boo’ while Ian enjoyed fishing and painting. Around 2001 
they moved down to an apartment in Atkin Avenue, 
Mission Bay and Audrey died in 2002 of a cancer.  
Ian successfully kept himself in the apartment for several 
more years before moving to St Andrews Home in Glen 
Dowie, where he died in 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David and Audrey – c1966 
Front step of Nihil Cres, Mission Bay 
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Lou Randall  
A Personal Portrait by Randall McMullan 

 
I only knew Lou Randall as ‘Grandad’ and regarded 
him as an older man – I was his first grandchild when 
he was aged 55. Of course I now think of that age as 
being quite young! Grandad did live to a good old age 
but if I look back on his earlier life I think of him as a 
bit of an adventurer –  especially as he became a 
grown-up early in his life, leaving home around the 
age of 14.  
Lou was an active man who played cricket for works 
and town teams and encouraged his son to be a top 
player. He also played tennis at the Northland Tennis 
Club, Wellington and finally he played bowls in 
summer, and cribbage in winter. I also had the feeling 
that in earlier life he had played tougher games of 
cards. 
From being a 1940’s toddler at the family house and 
dairy in Tinakori Road, Wellington I have memories of 
Grandad sitting beside the large RCA radio console in 
the parlour and listening to sport or horse racing 
commentaries. He took me to see Worths’ Circus, in 
Anderson Park over the road, where I was amazed by 
trapeze acts. 

 
Lou Randall – 1970s 
 

In those years Grandad 
worked for Levin and 
Company, noted 
importing agents and 
wholesalers, at their 
head office and 
warehouse in Grey 
Street. Lou was always 
smartly dressed and I 
recall that he worked at 
tall desks in a glassed 
office within the 
warehouse near the 
lorry bay – probably in 
charge of paperwork for 
goods inwards and 
outwards. 
Famous for being early 
at appointments, Lou set 
off for work down Bowen 
Street at a very early 
hour and, according to 
family lore, was soon 
given the keys to open 
up the whole building. 

 
Levin and Company Picnic at Days Bay, Wellington – c1948  
Hackie, Randall and Lou at right. The party travelled over the harbour by ferry 
and are dressed for all aspects of the Wellington summer. 
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Maggie and Lou visiting Island Bay – early 
1950s 
Lou holding one of his self-made cigarettes  
 

 
 

Lou’s retirement from Levin and Co was at the 
time in 1950 when he and Maggie moved from 
Tinakori Road to Hataitai. The big project and 
shared passion at 52 Overtoun Terrace, Hataitai 
was transforming the tennis court to an orchard. 
One of Grandad’s roles was to keep the grass cut 
and he was still expertly using a long-handled 
scythe when, as a student, I lived in this house for 
5 years. He would rest on the scythe to smoke 
one of his hand-made cigarettes and enjoy seeing 
his mown grass lying flat under the fruit trees. The 
Granny Smith tree produced generous quantities 
of fruit in later years.  
At some stage Lou’s morning routine had been 
modernised by using a Ronson electic razor, 
obtained at wholesale price no doubt via Levin 
and Co. However, the electric razor didn’t make 
shaving any quicker as he would sit at the table 
and slowly buzz it over his face many many times. 
The morning routine also included rolling a supply 
of smokes for the day, which he smoked in a 
cigarette holder.  
None of us can remember ever seeing Grandad 
without a tie which often accompanied a Viyella 
shirt. He invariably wore a cardigan, even in the 
warmest sunshine where he sat to read the 
Dominion.   
Unlike Nana, Grandad didn’t often go to the 
cinema. But, in later years, he would watch TV 
each night and he had to rapidly catch up with 
cinema ideas such as knowing that falling leaves 
or rushing trains indicated the passing of time. By 
the 1960s you were expected to understand with 
even fewer cues and I remember ‘The Avengers’ 
initially being a challenge.  
Grandad had obviously seen many things in his 
long lifetime and I never heard him be intolerant of 
anyone or anything. He greatly approved of the 
lives of his children and of us, his grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
 

 
  

Grandad loved to re-read Zane Grey 
adventure novels about cowboys in The 
West and these books sat on shelves in the 
sun porch, baked by the sun and pickled by 
Grandad’s cigarette smoke. He would 
sometimes tell me what so-and-so said or 
did in a certain situation – and he didn’t 
consider it necessary to explain that the 
person was from a book.  

You know Randall – some of the people in 
those books are as real to me as anyone 
else, he would say 
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Maggie Randall  
A Personal Portrait by Randall McMullan 

 
Although we buried my grandmother as ‘Margaret 
Anne’ Randall, her birth certificate reads ‘Annie 
Margaret’. When asked about his mother’s name 
Mick (Clement) thought he could perhaps recall 
her saying that someone had told her that 
Margaret was a better name than Annie. Certainly 
it was an age when alternative names and nick 
names from families or friends were used more 
often than formal birth names. 
An outline of Nana’s career in modern-day terms 
might include being a wife and mother, working in 
hospitality and catering, and being a business 
woman and retailer. The places of work were the 
factory canteen in a Shannon flax works, running 
a hotel in Wellington, and running a corner-shop 
Dairy in Tinakori Road, Wellington, in addition to 
the constant work of raising her family. 
It goes without saying that Nana was very proud of 
her son Mick, but she was also proud of the fact 
that she had given her three daughters a good 
education leading to modern careers in shorthand 
typing and to appropriate marriages. 
The weddings took place after long courtships, 
with full ceremonies and elaborate studio photos; 
the contrast to her own relatively rapid wedding 
perhaps being an extra element of satisfaction for 
Nana. 
All photos of Nana show her as being smartly 
dressed with her hair ‘up’ in a bob at the back. Her 
hair was still black with speckles in older age and 
only some of us ever saw her long hair ‘down’ as 
she brushed it in front of her dressing table mirror. 
Despite her formal style of dressing, Nana spoke 
of herself as being a ‘modern’ person, giving that 
as a reason for buying a new (Formica) dining 
table and chairs when I lived with her. 
Nana’s teenage daughters did not consider her 
modern when she steered them away from playing 
basketball, which she spoke of as enjoying in her 
own childhood. But Nana later decided that 
‘jumping about’ was not good for women and their 
potential motherhood! 
 

Nana – smartly turned out 
At Organ house, Island Bay 

 
Nana holding infant Randall – 1945 
Garden of 342 Tinakori Rd 
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Nana enjoyed people-watching and, from her 
window seat in Overtoun Terrace, she kept track 
of everyone who walked outwards or inwards on 
the long cul-de-sac of a street.  
The Dairy in Tinakori Road had provided a 
constant flow of people through Nana’s life for 
over 20 years. They included local political 
notables such as the former Prime Minister 
Gordon Coates, whom she praised to me as a 
‘gentleman’.  
When working-man Lou and business-woman 
Maggie stepped out to the polling booth together it 
was suspected that that their votes ‘cancelled’ out 
one another! 
Nana loved to ‘potter’ in her garden and would 
often duck down to pull a rogue weed. She looked 
forward to reading the Evening Post after dinner, 
sometimes spread out on the carpet in front of the 
electric fire, while her ‘menfolk’ did the dishes.  
Like some people still do, Nana would raise her 
voice when talking on the phone, which was fixed 
to the wall in the kitchen. She had a firm fond 
voice and I can still hear it in my head – reminding 
me of when she would call us to the dinner table 
where she had laid a fine meal. Just one of her 
many talents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maggie as a ‘Mod’ 
Aboard the Vespa - 1963 

  

Nana was not so modern that she trusted 
banks with her affairs. She kept rental money 
from the flat attached to 52 Overtoun Terrace 
somewhere in her bedroom. 

From where she gave me a short term loan to 
buy a new Vespa Scooter – 200 pounds in 
cash.  That 1963 sum was almost the same as 
her mother’s mortgage on the Shannon house. 
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Later Information  

 
Lou Randall’s Birth  

In July 2015 Des Victory, an Australia Randall family 
descendant, read the first edition of this book online and 
pointed out that George Randall did have five children 
with his first wife Margaret McIntyre, who died in July 
1890. And that this death was over a year after Lou 
Randall’s birth in January 1889.  
An online search of the BDM (Birth Death and Marriage) 
Records for the State of South Australia gives the 
information noted in the boxes alongside. The mother of 
Lou Randall is clearly recorded as being Alice Martin, 
George Randall’s second wife. But the father of Lou 
Randall is initially recorded as being someone else – a 
Roderick Adams who, if real, appears nowhere else in the 
records of South Australia 

 
 

 

In 1953, shortly after the death of Alice Martin, the 
Registrar accepted a Declaration and altered the birth 
records to record the name as Lindsay Vivian RANDALL, 
although the original records still remain. The Declaration, 
No 386 of 1953, is deposited with the Registrar General 
of Deeds for South Australia and the contents are not 
available until the year 2053. 
Before her death, Margaret McIntyre was ill for several 
years and sometimes in hospital at Adelaide. We can 
speculate that Alice Martin started as a housekeeper for 
George and his children, become something more, and 
that they had a love child – Lou Randall. The year 2053, 
or DNA testing, can confirm this speculation.  
 

William Ryan – 100 Years On 
Maggie Randall’s father, William Ryan is, alas, 
chiefly remembered for being killed in 1911 in a train 
accident, as described earlier on page 7. 
William was born at Porirua in 1865, son of Dennis 
Ryan of Managh, Tipperary, Ireland and Martha 
Manson of Scotland. There were 11 Ryan children 
and in 1928 old Dennis was pictured in the New 
Zealand Free Lance magazine when he was 103 
years old. In 1892 William Ryan married Nora 
Bourke who had been born in Tipperary and came 
to New Zealand with her family in 1878. William and 
Nora had four children and lived in the town of 
Shannon, about 30 km south west of Palmerston 
North.  
After his death in Taihape, William Ryan was buried 
at the cemetery at Shannon. In 2009 the site was 
identified from records but there was no marker.  

Above: William’s Headstone  
100 years after his death William’s grave in Shannon 
cemetery is now marked. 

  

When Lou Randall’s birth in 1889 is 
searched for in the BDM records of South 
Australia it shows as the following three 
results: 
1. MARTIN, Lindsay Vivian (with cross 

reference to see RANDALL Lindsay 
Vivian) 

2. ADAMS, Lindsay Vivian Martin (with 
cross reference to see MARTIN 
Lindsay Vivian) 

3. RANDALL, Lindsay Vivian (with cross 
reference to see ADAMS Lindsay 
Vivian Martin). 

The transcript of Lou Randall’s birth 
certificate gives the following information: 
Surname: MARTIN 
Given Names: Lindsay Vivian 
Date of Birth: 2 January 1889 
Place of Birth: Kingston 
Mother: Alice MARTIN 
Father: Roderick ADAMS, Tin Smith, 
Naracoorte 
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Migrant Ships  

 

 

 
Left: The ship Zealandia which carried the Bourke 
family to New Zealand in 1879. Nora Bourke, aged 
10,  was to be the mother of Maggie Randall. 
 
From the Book White Wings: 
The Zealandia, a fine iron clipper-built ship of 1116 
tons, was built for the Shaw Savill Co. in 1869, and 
made her maiden voyage to Lyttelton, arriving 
there on November 20, 1869, in command of 
Captain Henry Rose, late of the Mermaid, making a 
good run of 84 days from Gravesend and 76 land to 
land. The Zealandia was a beautiful ship, specially 
designed for carrying passengers. Her saloon was 
spacious and lofty, and the cabins were unusually 
large and well ventilated, having extra large 
portholes to them. 

London to New Zealand  
Migrant sailing ships leaving London Docks were first 
towed by steam tug down the Thames to Gravesend 
in Kent. Another tug and pilot then took them through 
the Thames estuary around to the Downs near Deal 
where they waited for favourable winds. 
The sailing ships had also refined the skill of sailing 
non-stop between England and New Zealand or 
Australia by taking a course that made use of 
prevailing winds and followed an approximation of the 
shortest ‘Great Circle’ route. 
On this route ships no longer called at the agreeable 
port of Cape Town, as Captain Cook did several 
times. Instead they headed south into the Antarctica 
Ocean and followed a curving easterly route reaching 
around 50 degree of latitude which was south of land 
masses.  

 

Above: Typical sailing route – southwards then eastwards with the winds 

Immigration Records  
NZ Government Records of Assisted Emigration to 
Wellington New Zealand by the Ship ‘Zealandia’: 
Sailed 17 July 1879 from London. Arrived 
Wellington 17 October 1879. 

The passenger list, under ‘Families and children’, 
records the ‘Burke’ family as -  
Lawrence age 36  
Bridget age 35 
Honora age 10   
Daniel age 8 
 
Note: The clerk has recorded the full formal name of 
‘Honora’, although it was never used by Nora. 

By the 1860s passenger 
steamships were common 
across the Atlantic between 
Europe and North America. But 
steamships consumed a lot of 
coal and were not economical 
on the run to New Zealand and 
Australia until the 1880s, by 
which time the Suez Canal had 
also opened a shorter route. By 
travelling in sailing ships driven 
by wind power our ancestors 
were ‘Green’ before their time! 
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From Photo Collections 
The photos on these pages are from the author’s collection and deserve to be supplemented by other 
collections in future family projects 

 

1940s 
 
 

Left: Maggie and sister Lucy Wholey 

 

 

 

Below left: Agnes, Randall and Noreen – 
All dressed up in Cuba St, Wellington.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Below: Maggie and granddaughter Diana 
– Photo from the Christening  
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1950s 
 
Left: At the Organ Bach in Taupo – 
From left: Maggie, Diana, Noreen on  
bed, Lyn, Agnes, Lou (partial view but 
always reading)  

 

 
1960s 

 

Right: Randall family in Ford Anglia 
Leaving 52 Overtoun Tce, 1965 

Unseen in front seats: Mrs  Pos with 
Mick driving. Rear seats from left: 
Peter, David, Cathy or Alison, Liz 

 

 

 
1990s 

 

 

Left: Randall Family Girls 

Wembley Park London at Randall’s 
home, 1990  

From left: Christine, Noreen, Alison, 
Agnes, Cathy 
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