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The McMullan Family in New Zealand 

 

Introduction  

 
This collection of stories, facts and photos is about a family living in Otago, New Zealand in the first half 
of the twentieth century. The earlier family members had sailed across the world to live in New Zealand 
in the 1800s. They landed at South Island ports and found their ways to Central Otago where, following 
the Gold Rushes of the 1860s, the extraction of gold continued to support communities. Indeed, our 
branch of the family not only lived in the junction town of Lawrence but had their home in Gabriels Gully 
where the Gold Rush of the 1860s began.  
 
The information centres on Thomas McMullan and Beatrice Howe-Johns, and their 8 children. Between 
them they lived from the 1870s until the 2000s. As with most families, their lives were both ordinary and 
special. Their ordinary lives helped to build a country and their special lives formed us who are 
descended from them. Rather than find gold they made it ï gold of the family type. 
 
Looking at the wider picture, there are 4 migrant family streams that made up the McMullan family in 
New Zealand. They are ï  
 

¶ the McMullin family from County Antrim, in the north of Ireland  

¶ the Thompson family from Castledawson, County Derry/Londonderry in the north of Ireland 

¶ the Johns family from Bickington, Devon, England 

¶ the Kelly family from County Clare in the west of Ireland 
 
Eight children from 100 years ago generate many descendants!  I have concentrated on recording what 
we know about Thomas McMullan (motherôs family name Thompson) and Beatrice Howe-Johns 
(motherôs family name Kelly) and their family - as they are backbone of the family in the early twentieth 
century. As Nana and Granddad they were very real people to some of us. But time passes by and so do 
our memories pass unless we record them. 
 
This book doesnôt attempt to give information about the descendants of the 8 children of Thomas and 
Beatrice, or even describe their loving spouses. It does attempt to capture the personal stories and 
character echoes that do remain of the early McMullan children. All the branches of the later families are 
rich with information that deserves to be separately recorded. 
 
The information is organised into chapters around family origins, family people and family places. Some 
of the information tends to be repeated, but this is probably no bad thing as there is a lot of information to 
take in. One strand of the family story is how the spelling of family names can vary, for a variety of 
reasons. The book takes its title from the spellings used by Thomas and Beatrice.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supplied information, and special thanks to Gabrielle Dunne and Margaret 
McTear who gathered information and wrote it down so eloquently. The ósnippetsô in their emails form 
much of the text of the book. 

Randall McMullan May 2014   
 

Introduction to the second edition 
Sharing knowledge online brings new details. In this case, it is significant new knowledge about the 
Thompson family in Ireland and their migration to New Zealand. For some family members this was by 
way of the goldfields of Victoria, not a single voyage of the Warrior Queen to Dunedin as I assumed. By 
the time of that particular journey in 1866 journey two of the Thompson sisters were already married and 
living at Wetherstons, Lawrence. Their newly-widowed mother also came to Wetherstons with the 
McMullin-Thompson family.  

I have left the format of the first edition intact, apart from a few inline revisions, and added a new section 
of Later information which focuses on the Thompson family in Ireland, Australia and New Zealand. 

Randall McMullan November 2018 
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About the family information 
 

It is now very much easier to get and to share 
family information via the internet. Much of the 
information about our early family now comes 
from other peopleôs research, and from their 
family trees published online.  

I have concentrated on establishing facts for 
people in New Zealand using birth, death and 
marriage certificates. This dry formal 
information does sometimes contain little 
surprises and mysteries; and that is just within 
New Zealand. The New Zealand unknowns of 
the last 150 years are a reminder that it is even 
harder to be certain about family happenings in 
England and Ireland many generations ago. 

The first draft of this text used words like 
óprobablyô and ópossiblyô. They have now been 
minimised to make a better read. But it is worth 
keeping an open mind about all ófamily factsô 
especially when we do not have direct 
knowledge. 

For spelling the family names I have 
standardised on McMullan and Howe-Johns as 
these are the forms used by Thomas and 
Beatrice. But you will see in these pages that 
the family names appear and evolve in a 
variety of ways. Some of these variations are 
the result of official recorders or newspapers 
using different spellings. But some of the 
changes and evolutions in names were 
purposeful. A new life in a new place was 
perhaps a time for new name. 

The photos are from many people and I have 
tended to use the older photos, to try and 
include all the McMullan children and spouses 
at some stage, and to choose some photos 
that are striking or interesting.. 

 

 

Above: Thomas McMullan, born in 1871, 
photographed in a Lawrence studio aged about 1 year. 
The studio dog is a prop. 

 

Between family members we have many more 
photos and I suggest that future projects should 
include scanning photos and identifying them 
carefully. We can then keep them in electronic 
format, distribute them and share them via social 
websites.  

The information shown in the family trees on the 
following pages is generated from a standard 
genealogy or ófamily treeô computer program. I am 
happy to distribute the electronic contents to 
anyone interested so that it may live on and be 
improved.   
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Ancestors of Thomas McMullan 
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Ancestors of Beatrice Howe-Johns 
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The Children of Thomas and Beatrice McMullan 

 

The table below gives an overview of the lives of the McMullan Family children 

Mary Marion Ellen "Molly" MCMULLAN 

Birth 23 Apr 1902 At home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence Otago  

Death 12 May 1983 St Joseph's Rest Home, Brockville, Dunedin 

Burial 14 May 1983 Andersons Bay Cemetery, Dunedin, Otago 

Beatrice Iris "Babe" MCMULLAN 

Birth 10 Aug 1903 At home, Gabriels Gully, Lawrence, Otago 

Death 24 Jan 1975 Oamaru Cemetery 

Burial Jan 1975 Oamaru Cemetery 

Spouse John Vincent ROONEY (1897ï1974) 

Marriage 5 Aug 1930 Sacred Heart Church, North East Valley, Dunedin 

Thomas William James "Jim" MCMULLAN 

Birth 25 May 1908 At home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence, Otago  

Death 18 Jan 1976 Dunedin 

Burial 18 Jan 1976 Andersons Bay Cemetery, Dunedin Otago 

Spouse Agnes Ross MCCALLION (1910-1996) 

Marriage 2 May 1928 St Josephôs Cathedral, Dunedin, Otago 

Lawrence Gerard "Larry" MCMULLAN 

Birth 8 Sep 1911 Gabriels Gully Lawrence Otago 

Burial Jun 1977 Memorial Plaque at Napier Wharerangi Cemetery, Napier  

Death 25 Jun 1977 Napier Hospital, Napier 

Spouse Agnes Adelaide RANDALL (1915-2002) 

Marriage 1939 Sacred Heart Basilica, Wellington  

Jessie Margaret MCMULLAN 

Birth 23 Apr 1914 At home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence, Otago  

Death 20 Dec 1978  Dunedin 

Burial 23 Dec 1978 Andersons Bay Cemetery, Dunedin, Otago 

Spouse Francis Thomas HALL (1906-1975) 

Marriage 14 Apr 1940 St Josephôs Cathedral, Dunedin, Otago  

Anne Therese "Nancy" MCMULLAN 

Birth 19 Sep 1915 At home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence Otago  

Death 15 Jul 1990 Dunedin 

Burial 15 Jul 1990 Green Park Cemetery, Dunedin, Otago 

Spouse John William MCCALLION (1910-1956) 

Kathleen Alannah MCMULLAN 

Birth 19 Apr 1917 At home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence Otago  

Death 18 Nov 1989 Mosgiel, Otago, NZ 

Burial 21 Nov 1989 East Taieri Cemetery, Mosgiel, Otago 

Spouse Ronald Walter COX (1916ï1998) 

Marriage 1939 St Josephôs Cathedral, Dunedin, Otago 

Dorothy MCMULLAN 

Birth 21 Jan 1920 Family Home, Gabriels Gully Lawrence Otago  

Death May 2003 Ranui Rest Home, Alexandra Otago  

Burial May 2003 Alexandra Cemetery, Alexandra, Otago 

Spouse Alexander William Henry WILSON (1916-2001) 

Marriage 4 Aug 1942 St Josephôs Cathedral, Dunedin, Otago 
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McMullan Family Origins 

Church Island  
on Lough Beg 

nr Bellarghy,  
Co Derry,  

Ireland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Irish origins 

In 1865, on a spring day in the North of Ireland, 
Mary Thompson aged 33 married Thomas McMullin 
aged 23. The wedding was in the village of Bellarghy 
which is half way between Belfast and 
Derry/Londonderry and close to the large inland 
water of Lough Neagh. 

Family stories relate that Mary was staunch in her 
Church of Ireland (Anglican) beliefs, that Thomas 
visited on Sunday afternoons, but there were also 
other men courting her. Mary apparently had several 
dresses ready for marriage, so the Thompsons were 
perhaps a family with some money. 

Thomas is recorded as being the son of James 
McMullin and family memories have the family 
origins as being a farm in the neighbouring county of 
Antrim, a few km from the Castledawson-Bellarghy 
area where Mary lived. By their name, the McMullin 
family would originally have been Presbyterian 
settlers who moved from Scotland to the Ulster 
óPlantationsô in the 1600s.   

Thomas and Mary initially lived somewhere near the 
village of Bellaghy which lies between the 
Magherafelt and Ballymena, a few kilometres away 
from Castledawson where Mary was born. The first 
child of Thomas and Mary was born in Bellaghy on 1 
April 1866 and recorded as Hugh McMullin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Record of the Marriage 

Marriage date: 13 May 1865 

Place: St Tidaôs Church at Bellarghy, Parish of 

Ballyscullion, Londonderry, Ireland 

Groom: Thomas McMullin, father James 

McMullin 

Bride: Mary Thompson, father Hugh Thompson 
 

Spelling Variations  

The spelling of family names often depended 
on the recording person, such as the 
clergyman or the registrar of births, deaths 
and marriages.  

In Ireland, Thomasôs name was recorded as 
McMullin for his wedding to Mary. As it was 
for the birth of his son Hugh McMullin.  

In New Zealand the births of his children 
were recorded as McMullen although later 
they mostly used the name McMullan. 

Thomas and Mary appear in the electoral 
rolls of 1893, 1896 and 1911 with both their 
names always spelled McMullin. So we can 
perhaps assume that was an older spelling of 
the family name. 
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The McMullin family of three sailed for New Zealand 
in October 1866. They were accompanied by Maryôs 
mother Ann, and possibly her sister Margaret.  

Their ship was the Warrior Queen which made 
regular voyages between London Docks and Port 
Chalmers, Dunedin. The sailings were advertised in 
newspapers with the name of a local agent for the 
shipping line.  

The Thompson-McMullin family perhaps had enough 
means to travel in greater comfort than sponsored 
migrants on other more crowded ships. However, all 
classes of passenger were subject to the same 
boisterous southern seas during the 99 days of this 
particular non-stop passage.  

 

Above: Map showing family areas in the Province of 
Ulster, Ireland. Also showing the relationship to 
Scotland where the earlier McMullin family 
originated 

 

 

Life in New Zealand 

Thomas, Mary and young Hugh arrived at Port 
Chalmers, Dunedin in early 1867 and probably went 
straight to the Wetherstons goldfields where two of 
Maryôs sisters were established with families. 
Thomas is noted in electoral records of the 1870s as 
a óminerô and around this date the gold industry was 
evolving from small workings to larger scale 
extraction of the metal by sluicing, dredging and 
crushing. 

From the earliest birth registrations and electoral 
rolls the McMullan family home or small farm is 
recorded as being at Wetherstones Flat on the edge 
of Lawrence in an area now occupied by the 
Lawrence Golf Club. Family memories recall that the 
old family house was the first golf club house. 

Mary and Thomasôs first child born in New Zealand 
was Mary, recorded as being born in 1868 at 
Wetherstons with her fatherôs occupation being a 
óminerô. As Gabriels Gully and Wetherstons were 
worked for gold, the settlement at the mouth of the 
gully became the town of Lawrence, originally known 
as The Junction, Tuapeka. In 1877 the railway 
arrived in Lawrence as a branch line connected to 
the Main South Line near Milton. The railway ran 
alongside the family property at Wetherstons. 

 

 

The family home of Thomas and Mary 
McMullan seems to have remained at 
Wetherstones Flat over the decades of the 
nineteenth century as the children grow up, 
marry and have children. We catch glimpses of 
the McMullan name in electoral lists, school 
rolls and newspaper reports children 

Some of the reports are sad news of deaths. 
Hugh, the eldest child and born in Ireland, died 
in 1884 at the young age of 18 years. The 
death certificate gives the cause of death as 
peritonitis, after 7 days of illness.  Young 
Hughôs occupation is recorded as ófarm 
labourerô.  

 

 
Dates of Thomas and Mary McMull inôs 

Children 

Hugh  1866 ï 1884 

Mary  1868 ï1962 

James  1869 ï 1944 

Thomas 1871 ï1958 

John 1873 ï tbc 

See the section on Family Voyages for more 
details of the McMullin family voyage and other 
family voyages to New Zealand in the sailing 
ships of the time. 
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Above: Painting of early mining in Gabriels Gully by John Turnbull Thompson 

 

A second son, James, was born to Thomas 
and Mary in 1869. He appears in the School 
Admission Records in 1876 and is known to 
have married and had a daughter. 

The third son is óourô Thomas who started the 
family which is the focus of this book. 
Thomas McMullan was born on 2 August 
1871, although when his family buried him in 
1958 he was recorded as being several 
years younger than his real age! 

Another son, John (Jack) was born in 1873 
and, at this stage, we know nothing about 
him. Daughter Mary had a child in 1891 then 
married a Samuel Bayliss in Sydney in 1894 
and had children, Ella, Harold and Ernest.  

We donôt know if Mary McMullin was very 
active in the life of the Anglican church in 
Lawrence. One of her sons, young Thomas, 
had married a Catholic wife Beatrice Howe-
Johns and their children went to the church 
school of Saint Patricks in Lawrence. Their 
home, on the edge of Lawrence in Gabriels 
Gully was a short walk from their 
grandparentôs house at Wetherstones. 

 

Below: Wetherstones Flat ï site of McMullan farm 
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In 1891 daughter Mary had a love child, 
William, who was brought up at Wetherstones 
by his grandparents, Thomas and Mary. He 
was later known as Bill McMillan. Bill worked 
on the railways and married Ruby Rooney 
from Roxburgh. They later lived in Hastings 
and were óAunty Ruby and Uncle Billô to young 
Randall McMullan who lived in Napier. 

While Bill McMillan was away at World War 
One, his young wife Ruby lived with old Tom 
and Mary at Wetherstones. In later life she had 
a good memory of family members and their 
stories which she passed on.  

Maryôs brother and sisters also lived in Otago. 
They had married at the Victoria gold fields 
and moved to Wetherstones in April 1863. 
Sarah was married to Samuel Anderson and 
Elizabeth to John Pearson. Their brother 
James was also in Otago. See page 42 for 
more information. 

 

Below: Early Lawrence, showing Anglican Church  

 

Electoral rolls continued to list Thomas 
McMullin/McMullan as a miner and possibly 
over the decades he continued to work with 
the various companies that continued sluicing 
and dredging for gold over several decades 
after the 1860s Gold Rush. 

Ruby McMillan recalled that óOld Tom never 
recovered from a broken legô and this is 
verified on his 1918 death certificate; extracts 
shown nearby. His fatherôs name is listed as 
James McMullan, farmer, and his mother as 
Annie McMullan, formerly Duffy. 

Mary died a couple of years later in 1920 and 
her death certificate intriguingly records her 
maiden surname as Thompson, but her 
surname óat birthô as being óMaloneô. The 
information on a death certificate is filled in by 
those left behind but perhaps someone, like 
Bill McMillan, did have that information. 

The certificate also confirms that Mary was 
about 10 years older than Tom, and this 
difference is also recorded in the record of 
their marriage at Bellarghy, Ireland in 1865. 
Presumably theirs was a marriage of love that 
overcame some initial difficulties and one that 
came on a long journey. 

 
Thomas McMullan - Death Certificate Extracts 
 
Date: 22 August  1918    Place: Weatherstones 
Cause: Facture of Femur, Traumatic fever and shock 
Age: 76  Where born: Ireland Years in NZ: 55 
Issue living: 3 sons, 1 daughter 

 

Mary McMullan - Death Certificate Extracts 
 
Date: 5 December 1920    Place: Weatherstones 
Cause: Senile Decay, Cardiac failure - sudden 
Age: 88  Where born: Castle Dawson North of Ireland 
Years in NZ: 58 
Issue living: 3 sons, 1 daughter 

 

Spelling Variations 

The variations in spelling of the family name 
continued in the Anglican Section of Lawrence 
Cemetery where Tom and Mary are buried. 
Although their death certificates record 
óMcMullanô, their gravestone uses óMcMillanô. 

Perhaps it was their grandson Bill McMillan who 
arranged the gravestone. Tom and Mary had 
used an i in their name ï but as McMullin. 
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Howe-Johns Family Origins 

 

Above: Dunedin about 1861 ï A romantic image by W S Hatton  

 
On a Dunedin summerôs day of March 1863, 
Mary Kelly aged 29 from County Clare 
Ireland married William Johns aged 26 from 
Devon England. The couple were married by 
the French priest Father Moreau, in his 
house, at Duncan Street.   

We have to speculate about the early lives of 
Mary and William, helped along by some 
bare information from official records, by 
histories of those times and places, plus a 
few family memories.  

We do have more information about their 
later lives but, for the moment, no photos of 
them. We have a small image of Williamôs 
father Samuel. Perhaps the photo, on a later 
page, of their daughter Beatrice, taken 
around 1899, contains something of the 
likenesses of both Mary and William. 

In electoral lists of the 1870s William states 
that he is a miner so perhaps he had been to 
the goldfields and was back in Dunedin when 
he met and married Mary. From her Irish 
name and origin we can assume that Mary 
was the Catholic while William, whose father 
was baptised in a non-conformist chapel, 
came from an English rural background with 
no strong religious convictions. And a 
stronger love for Mary. 

Below: Photo of Dunedin about 1861 ï Showing the 
gritty realities 
 

 

The marriage certificate for the couple lists the 
place of marriage as being óThe house of Rev D 
Moreau, Duncan Streetô. Father Delphine Moreau 
was one of a number of priests from the French 
Marist order who served the needs of Otago before 
formal parishes were established. In 1862 he laid 
the foundation stone of the Dunedinôs early St 
Josephôs church. 

 

 

  

The first Catholic church in Dunedin was blessed 
by Bishop Viard in 1864. The brick church still 
exists, as part of St Josephôs School, near the 
present St Josephôs Cathedral 


